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ESPERANCE PORT - COMPLIANCE MONITORING 

130. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 
I refer to the level and quality of compliance monitoring undertaken by Department for Environment and 
Conservation officers at Esperance port. 
(1) How many times were the Esperance port’s bulk mineral loading facilities inspected between April 

1995 and December 2006? 
(2) Did an inspector observe the loading of any ship with nickel or lead concentrate? 
(3) Did any officer making an inspection observe the operation of the required pollution control 

equipment? 
(4) Did any officer making an inspection examine the reading from dust gauge samplers? 
(5) Did any officer inspect the storage shed for the lead carbonate material to confirm it was being pelleted 

as required under licence 5099/10? 
(6) Does the minister consider that the inspection regime applied to the Esperance port operations is 

acceptable? 

Hon JON FORD replied: 
I thank Hon Giz Watson for some notice of the question.  The Minister for the Environment has supplied the 
following answer - 

(1) Since lead export began, the DEC has carried out two compliance inspections, the first in May 2005 and 
the second on 1 February 2007.  The facilities were also visited in March 2006, but this visit did not 
involve a report.  It was not possible to collate information from records as far back as April 1995 
within the time frame provided.  If the member would like further information, I ask her to put the 
question on notice. 

(2) Lead ore loading was observed during the 1 February 2007 inspection.  Nickel concentrate loading was 
observed on 26 March 2007. 

(3) During the February 2007 inspection, lead loading was occurring and the inspecting officer noted that 
relevant dust extraction equipment was operating. 

(4) The results for dust gauge samplers are supplied in the annual environmental report submitted under the 
Esperance Port Authority’s licence. 

(5) These inspections did not include an inspection inside the storage shed to examine the form of the lead 
carbonate.  The lead storage shed was entered only on 15 March when an officer trained and equipped 
to enter confined hazardous spaces conducted an inspection. 

(6) No.  The situation that has arisen with the Esperance Port Authority has revealed the need for 
improving compliance inspections.  The DEC is addressing this and the director general is 
commissioning an independent audit of the handling of the licensing and compliance of the Esperance 
port. 

 


